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Title and Blurb
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Presenter(s)

Bio

“No MFA Required”

Rene
Denfeld

Rene Denfeld is the
bestselling author of The
Enchanted. She has
received numerous
awards, including
winning the French Prix
award, a Carnegie longlist, and the ALA Medal
for Excellence in Fiction.

This workshop will explore how writers
from marginalized backgrounds can
become successful, published authors.
Rene will be sharing writing and publishing
tips as well as answering questions about
the publishing industry.
“Digging the Well, a Poetry Workshop”

Wendy
Willis

Wendy Willis is a poet
and essayist living in
Portland. Her first book
of poems, Blood Sisters of
the Republic, was released
in 2012.

Sean Davis

Sean Davis is the author
of The Wax Bullet War, a
Purple Heart Iraq War
veteran, and a
community leader in
Northeast Portland,
Oregon.

This will be a generation workshop, where
we will use new forms along with images
and sounds and maybe even some
movement to break up our habits, to take
us deeper, to see what mysteries are waiting
just below the surface. Bring a notebook
and a pen and your wild imagination.
“Hell Broke Heroes: Using Writing to Heal
Trauma”
In this workshop we will explore ways to
turn the hardest moments of our lives into
fiction, nonfiction, or poetry. This
workshop will be speaking about war and
its social consequences, but it is open to all.
“Getting Published: Finding and Being
Found”
Trying to break in? Frustrated? Mystified?
Insecure? Out of sight of land on a cloudy
day without a compass? In this workshop,
we’ll talk about what I’ve learned as both a
writer and a publisher. We’ll discuss ways
to create realistic personal strategies for
finding the right publisher and helping the
right ones find you, whether you’re writing
nonfiction, fiction, or poetry.

Dennis
Stovall

Dennis Stovall is an
Oregon writer, publisher,
and educator. In 2001,
he founded PSU’s
graduate publishing
program and Ooligan
Press. He is the recipient
of numerous awards for
writing, book design,
teaching, and service.

“Respect. Writing. Community: An
Introduction”
Workshop participants may write stories,
poems, memoirs, letters and essays while
experimenting with imagery, character
development, dialogue and more.
Participants also share and provide positive
feedback to grow as writers and build
respectful community. Open to all
Compose attendees ages 13+. Please bring
your favorite journal and pen to write with.

11:4512:45
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Cara Olexa
from Write
Around
Portland
(WRAP)

Cara Olexa earned an
MFA in Fiction from
New Mexico State
University. She has
taught undergraduate
courses in fiction, poetry,
and composition, but it
has been volunteering
with Write Around
Portland that continues
to teach her the
sustaining power of
writing.

Stevan
Allred

Stevan Allred’s collection
of linked short stories, A
Simplified Map of the Real
World, was published in
2013 by Forest Avenue
Press. His work has
appeared in numerous
literary journals, and he
teaches creative writing
with Joanna Rose at The
Pinewood Table.

Kate Gray

Kate Gray’s first novel,
Carry the Sky, (Forest
Avenue Press, 2014)
attempts to stare at
bullying without
blinking. Her passion
comes as a teacher,
writing coach and a
volunteer facilitating
writing groups for
women inmates and
women Veterans.

Diana
Schutz

Diana Schutz is an
award-winning editor
who has been working in
comics for almost forty
years. She is also an
adjunct instructor of
comics art history and
literature, a published
author of both comics

Lunch
“‘Finding Your Character’s Voice”
In this workshop we will learn techniques
for finding your character’s voice through
discussion and writing exercises. Writers
who take this workshop will be best served
if they have a character they want to work
on in mind when they arrive. Please bring
digital or analog (pencil and paper) writing
platforms for doing the exercises.
“What’s in a Line/break?”
Linebreaks can be as elusive as quail
running away. Examine different
techniques in specific poems provided, and
try them out. We’ll write, we’ll break lines
(and possibly rules), and we’ll develop
strategies.

“Writing Comics: Pages, Panels, & the
Space Between”
This presentation will focus on the
medium’s basic visual elements and how
these impact comics scripting, as well as
the differences between writing prose and
writing comics or graphic novels. This will
be followed by a workshop session in
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which participants analyze a short comics
script, then write their own.

“Writing for Publication: How to Get
Published in a Digital World (and Get Paid
for It)”

and prose, and the first
woman to be inducted
into the Canadian Comic
Book Creator Hall of
Fame.
Jeff Baker

This workshop will help you overcome the
barriers to publication and give you 10 tips
on how to make your first sale. Bring your
questions and be ready for a lively
discussion on what’s happening in
publishing today. A free book will be given
out every 10 minutes.
“Opening the Creative Mind: Breathing
and Bending Your Way to Clarity and
Confidence”

Trista
Cornelius &
Robin Vada

Practice simple meditation techniques and
gentle stretching to calm your creative
mind, clear mental clutter, and silence selfdoubt. Creative writing teacher Trista
Cornelius and meditation teacher Robin
Vada will help you rejuvenate the joy of the
creative process.

2:303:45

“Hitting the High Points”
In this workshop, we’ll start by identifying
the high points of our works in progress.
Using my ransom notes as inspiration, we
will turn those high points inside out, we’ll
look at them upside down, we’ll make
some incisions (quite literally; scissors are
required for this workshop) and some
sutures (and so is glue), we’ll do a trial run

Emily Carr

2:303:45

Jeff Baker is a Portland
writer. He was the book
editor and movie critic at
The Oregonian until the
end of 2015. His reviews
and essays have recently
appeared in The Seattle
Times, The San
Francisco Chronicle, The
Wall Street Journal and
The Rumpus.

“Writing a Memoir or Personal Essay, start
to finish”

them or a sonnet—, is
newly available from
McSweeney's.

Jay Ponteri

Jay Ponteri directs the
undergraduate creative
writing program at
Marylhurst University.
His memoir, Wedlocked,
was published by
Hawthorne Books, and it
received the 2014
Oregon Book Award in
Creative Nonfiction.

Shawna
Gore

Shawna Gore is an
Eisner Award-winning
editor who has worked
in the comics industry
since 1997. Today she
works as both a comics
and prose editor, as well
as providing creative and
artist rights consulting
for writers and artists.

Matt Love

Matt Love lives in
Astoria and is the
publisher of Nestucca
Spit Press. He’s the
author/editor of 14
books about Oregon.
His website is
www.nestuccaspitpress.c
om.

This class will help students to get started
at writing a memoir or personal essay. You
will do a variety of in-class writing
exercises that encourage risk-taking,
inclusion, and inadvertent composition.
You will read excerpts that can serve as
models for your own writing while closely
considering writing tools you'll want to
have in your kit as you generate your first
draft. Finally, you will sketch out a writing
schedule to begin getting the work done.

Trista’s essays have been
published in various
places online and in
print. She writes and
illustrates Storybooks
You Can Color. You can
see her work at
carrotcondo.com, and
read about her efforts to
lead a creative life at
allbutthekitchensink.wor
dpress.com.
Robin Vada has taught
meditation and yoga to
students of all experience
levels and walks of life.
She began her personal
meditation practice at
age 7, picked up yoga at
age 16, and has been
teaching for many years.
Emily directs the LowResidency MFA program
at Oregon State
University–Cascades. In
her own work, Emily is
most interested in
experiment, with heart.
Her third poetry
collection, whosoever
has let a minotaur enter

in color, we’ll execute some
decompositions, we’ll fuss around with a
sentence or a phrase or a line or an image
or two in a variety of medium. Please bring
5 copies each of 2-3 of your own poems.

“Comics—Life After Script”
Join comics editor Shawna Gore for a far
ranging discussion about writers in the
comics world and how they get their work
out there. From self-publishing to selling
scripts, work-for-hire to web comics, we’ll
talk about hiring collaborators, pitching
publishers, networking at conventions, and
more. Questions encouraged.
“Dive Bars. Great Stories.”
Join author, writing instructor and dive bar
aficionado Matt Love for a writing
workshop where sober participants explore
the milieu of drinking holes in search of
inspiration for tales, stories, poems, songs,
characters, settings.
4:005:00

Panel: “From Creation to Publication:
Finding an Audience for Your Work”

5:157:00

Reception, fundraiser, and kickoff of the
Craig Lesley Scholarship

Meg Storey,
Matt Love,
Craig Lesley,
and Dennis
Stovall

Thank you for attending Compose!
The instructors in the English Department are proud to share our love of
writing and publishing with you by presenting workshops focusing on a wide
range of writing styles and genres.

The
Seventh Annual

These different types of writing and publishing workshops are reflective of
the courses we offer year-round here at CCC, all taught by dynamic and
engaging faculty.
The CCC English Dept. offers an A.S. Degree in English, with four focus
areas: Literature, Creative Writing, Publishing, and Comics Studies.
Please check in throughout the year to see which new and exciting courses
we are offering within these fields! Visit www.clackamas.edu/schedule/ to
see course offerings.
CCC is also home to two writing groups—the Student Writers Club
(cccwritersclub.wordpress.com) and the women’s writing group Chrysalis—
as well as the internationally recognized literary journal, Clackamas Literary
Review (clackamasliteraryreview.org).
Please visit the English Department at www.clackamas.edu/english/ and
Clackamas Community College at www.clackamas.edu/.

Creative
Writing
Conference
Clackamas
Community
College
May 14, 2016

